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Art Unit: 1761 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 and11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Craig (GB 2237224). 

For this rejection the phrase "decorative opening " is being construed as it is 
described in claim 1 ; i.e. designed to extrude filling in a first decorative shape". The 
specification offers no further clarification of this phrase. 

Craig discloses a coupler (22) capable of being inserted into a bag wherein the 
coupler is a tapered hollow tube having a non-decorative opening and a decorative 
opening in that the lower opening is capable of extruding out a bead of material that 
could be used to decorate an item (and as such would be decorative) and wherein the 
opening is attachable to a tip (23) for extruding a second shape that can be used to 
form a second decorative shape. Craig also discloses the coupler can have threads for 
engaging a nut (24) as in claim 2; the coupler tapers downwardly (claim 3); and the 
coupler has a shoulder to seat with the bag (claim 4). In regard to claim 5, Craig 
discloses a food decorating assembly comprising a flexible bag (21) with apertures as 
recited; the decorator coupler (22) as discussed above being insertable in the bag, and 
being protrudable through the bag opening (fig 11) and a retaining nut (24) as described 
above and which structurally interacts with the elements as recited in claims 6 and 7. In 
regarded to claim 8, Craig also teaches the bag can be fabric. In regard to method claim 
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11, Craig discloses providing filling in the flexible bag (21) having a decorator coupler as 
discussed above and pushing filling through the coupler onto a food. Note that claim 1 1 
does not exclude another element being attached to the coupler. In regard to claim 12, 
Craig disclosed attaching a decorative tip (23) to the coupler (22) and disdeeed also 
discloses a retaining nut (claims 13 and 14) as discussed above. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Craig (GB. '224) in view of Ooms (EP 757006). 

Claims 9 and 10 differ from Craig in the recitations that the bag and coupler are 
""preassembled" and "pre-filled" with filling. It is not clear what preassembled and pre- 
filled mean in article claimsjassembled and filled before what-before applying the 
material? In any case, Ooms discloses that a couplefand filling can be provided sealed 
in the bag and to modify Craig and provide a sealed dispersing bag containing both the 
coupler and filling for its art recognized and applicants intended function would therefore 
have been obvious. 

Claim1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Craig 
(GB 2237224) in view of Ooms (EP 757006), Berrod (FR. 598674), Parrish (3, 847, 523) 
and Wechsler (2,320,496), further in view of Janik (EP 340,132), Shannon (6153238), 
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De Lorimere (4,844,917), Moore (2,419,654), and Knght et al (6,179,165), further in 
view of applicants admission of the prior art. 

In regarded to claims 1 , 5, and 1 1 , Craig can be relied on as above to disclose a 
threaded coupler and the combination of a bag, a threaded coupler and a retaining nut 
for attaching a decorative tip to the coupler. Ooms, Berrod, Parrish et al, Moore and 
Wechsler are further evidence of the conventionality of the combination. If one 
assumes that Craig does not teach a coupler having a decorative opening as recited 
(which, as noted above, there is no evidence to the contrary), since it is known in the art 
to provided a nozzle within the bag that makes a decorative extrusion as evidenced by 
Janik and Shannon, Shannon also teaching the equivalency of nozzles within the bag 
and attachable to a coupler within the bag, and since Delorimiere discloses a threaded 
nozzle within the bag and that diverse nozzle tips might be applied (col. 4, Para 3) and 
since Knight et al appears to extrude material through a nozzle/coupler with/without an 
additional element (Fig 1 and fig 3), to provide Craig, as further evidence by the 
secondary art, with a coupler that also provides a decorative shaped product would 
have been obvious in view of the art taken as a whole. The references can be applied 
for the same reasons given above. That is, the art taken as a whole teaches it would 
have been obvious to provide a coupler, a coupler in combination with a bag and nut as 
recited, and a method of using the combination as recited, since the art taken as a 
whole teaches it would have been obvious to provide the coupler that would be capable 
of providing a decorative shape. Note, too, if it was known to employ a nozzle for 
immediate use and it was known to provide a coupler to provide easy attachment of 
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nozzles, it would have been obvious to combine the immediate but limited use of an 
attached nozzle with the threaded capability of additional nozzles which is shown by the 
art taken as whole. That is, the art taken as a whole teaches the generic teaching of 
providing a threaded element capable of receiving nozzles to prevent emptying the bag 
but also teaches nozzles within the bag. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Weinstein whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1410. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am to 3:30 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton Cano can be reached on (571) 272-1398. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1201. 



S. Weinstein/af 
March 5, 2004 




